68                            GORING

towards the rostrum. What had happened ? Hitler
burst into the hall with his staff, among them Goring,
too. All had revolvers in their hands. Hitler stood
in the middle of the hall; he fired a shot towards the
ceiling, demanded silence, and tried to make himself
heard above the noise. A deathly silence fell, and
Hitler shouted : " The national revolution has broken
out. The hall is occupied by six hundred heavily
armed men. No one must leave the hall."

Commotion arose in the hall. " What does the mad-
man want ? " voices were calling out. " If there's not
silence at once I shall put a machine-gun up on the
gallery."                                                           - .

There was no more playing. The audience was
silent and waited to see what was coming next.

Hitler,   agitated  but  sure  of himself,   declared:
" The Bavarian government and the Reich govern-,
ment are deposed.   A provisional government for the
Reich is to be formed.   The Reichswehr and State
police barracks have been occupied.   The Reichswehr
and State police are coming here now under the;
swastika flag."

Hitler was in an ecstasy. " Those who saw Hitler's
and his followers' distorted features," the witness,
von Lossow declared before the court, "those who
saw their ecstatic state understood that the slightest
cause might have led to a blood-bath."

A police commissary carrying out his duty rushed at
Hitler, but Hitler put his revolver against the man's
forehead and shouted, " Hands out of your trouser-
pockets"; and then Goring disarmed him.

After this episode and the panic-like bewildermen*
in the hall Hitler walked with lifted revolver up to